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I asked the FRENCH AMBASSADOR to call this morning and
in course of conversation I referred to the recent German
statement which attempted to connect the Munich bomb outrage
with the incident near Venloo. I said that it was of course
unnecessary to observe that the Germans had not suecceeded in
establishing such a connexion which, of course, did not
exist. Monsieur Corbin said that he did not suppose there
was anybody outside Germany who believed the German statement.

In regard to the ineident at Venloo I said that Monsieur
Corbin would of course realise that this was the incident to
which the Prime Minister had referred when he told Monsieur
} ;. Daladier sbout the approach which we had had from what
appeared to be military elements in Germany.

I told Monsieur Corbin that our information as to what
actually happened was rather meagre. We had been told that
Major Stevens had been shot dead, but the Germans now main-
tained that he was a prisoner in Germany.

Monsieur Corbin asked whether &n the occasion of the
incident German ufficéra had crossed over into Hollamd. I
told him that here again I could not answer with certainty
as our information was not detailed, but I had understood
from one report that two German officers had come over the

frontier and that when Major Stevens and the others drove up,

the Gestapo agents fell upon them and shot and kidnapped
them.

Monsieur Corbin asked if we had anything to show that
these two German officers were also attacked by the Gestapo
or were acting in collusion with them. I said I ¢ould not

reply/
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reply definitely, but my ippression had been that the report
read as if they had also been attacked, but I could not say
for certain.

Mcneieur Corbin said that when the Prime Minister had
told Monsieur Daladier the st.nry’ the point that struck him
as rather curious was that after the incident we had apparently
received throuéh other channels a message which tended to show
that the military with whom we were in contact were unaware
of what had taken place at the frontier. It had cccurred to
him that the non-return of their emisgsaries from the frontier

would have shown them immediately what had happened.

oL -

28rd November, 1939,




The Venlo Incident - Page 4

63

C 19335/G.
Secret.

lst December, 1939,

Uean Torminns,

You may be interested to know that in the course of
conversation with Corbin on Hovember 23rd I referred to the
recent Cerman statement which attempted to connect the

dunich bomb ouirege with tie incident near Venloco., T said
that it was of course unnecessary to obscrve that the
Germene had not succeedued in estublishing such a connexion
which, of cwurse, did not exist. Curbin said that he did
not suppose ithere was anyuody outside Germany who Lelieved
the Gorman atatement,

In regsrd to the incident at Venloo I said that Corbin
would of "course reslise that this was the incident to
which the Prime Minister had referred when he had told
Monsienw Daleadier about the a proach which we had hed from
what eppesred to be military elements in Germany.

I told Corbin that our information as to what actually
happened was rather mesgre. %e had been told that Hajor

Stevens ...
is Exceliengy

The Right Honourable
S8ir E.H. Caempbell, K.C.M.G.
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Stevens had bsenpuhnildiad, bu%ltha Cermans now maeinteine:
that he was a priaunﬁi'in.ﬁurnghr.

Corbin assked rhe#ﬁar on the occasion of the incident
German officers hed nfnsaud over into Holland. I told
him that here again f.cuald;ﬁqt answer with certainty
as our informastion wae not detailec, but I had understood
from one report that two Oerman officers had come over the
frontier aﬁd that when Nejor Stevers end the others drove
up, the Gestapo egents fell upon them and shot and
Widnapped them.

Corbin esked if we had anything tq nho' thut ﬁhuua
two German officers were also attacked by the ﬂestapn or
were acting in collusion with them. I snid I could not
reply definitely, but my impression had been tﬁitfihg\l
report read as if they had also been atthked, bqfqrx

could not éay for certein. .\ \
\,

Corbin said that when the Prime Hfﬂiater had told
Monsieur Daladker the story the point Fhat struck him as

ﬁ\ rather ...

vk
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rather curicus was that after the incident we had

uppi%antly received through other chsnnels a message

which tended to show that the military with whom we were

in contact were unaware of what hsd taken place at the

frontier. It had occurred to him that the non-return
oot tn_iur emisseries from the frontier would have~shown
them iianiatﬁlf what hed happened,

The sbove is for your own information in case

# 'i i .
Monsieur Daladier should reise the guestion with jyou.

iy (sgd) A. Cadogan.
I "' s k’l\{ i

o
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Sent November 16th.
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Draft Wireless Message from the Passport Control Officer

at The Hague, to the German Generals.

Message containing views of His Majesty's Government
was sent from London on November 6th and should have been
delivered verbally to your representatives by ours. It is
possible that this.waa done, but in the circumstances we
cannot be sure.

Gist of message wag that there must be a restoration
of confidence which has been dedroyed by exiasting German
régime and which could only be achieved from within by a
change both of the régime and of the spirit behind it. We
have never contemplated a Europe in which Germany will not
play her due part as a great and respected nation, but we
cannot face renewal of of€currences of past few years and
new Government mast inspire confidence if discussions are
to be possible.

We should like further details of party and of proposals
regarding the return of Germany to peaceful relations with the
world. Also regarding the change over of Germany to a peace
footing with object of achieving a "total peace'. Daladuer
would have to be consulted before discussions.

Reference to royal personage not understood. Would he

be officially associated with new Government?®
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liessage received by wireless from German Generals
in the evening of November 17.

e =

"We thank you for views of His Majesty's Government

recelved.

"Regrét not to receive exact formmlation, as in view
of fresh circumstances text not known, but necessary in
order arrive at final (% consultations).

"our representative had orders to ascertain which
personages nomineted by London for conclusion consultations.
"How can Daladier be brought in for discussion in

consultative form? Still see 4ifficulties in him,
eapeclally on account of personage mentioned in connection

with new Government."
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Pull text of original message would not add
anything important to the gist telegraphed on November

16th.

Before we could consider any cuestion of discussions,
whether by nominated person or in any other way, we rust
have further information promised about the party and
more precise details in regard to proposals.

There would be no need for Daladier to meet
perscnage. If proposals appeared sufficiently
satisfactory, we would consult with him: we do not
anticipate difficulty there.

we should still like a reply to last two sentences

of our message of November 16th.
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TELEGRAM Trom Passport Control Officer, The Hague.

D. 9.85, p.m. 30th Oet. 1939,
R. 11,40 p.m. 30th Oet. 1939,

LURQENT.
& & & ¢ ¥ ¢ ¢ @ @
el T
Following declaration is sent at the request of German
representatives. They further promise details of their Farty

in the near future. Am arranging to be in daily wireless
comunication with them, as frequent visits present great
diffioulty. Oermans must leave here 0900 houra Oectober 3lat,
Request that any comment in reply should reach me lateat 0800
hours October 3lat.

Declaration is as follows:=-

5 A WEHRMACHT has upper hand and although it is prepared
‘; X to defend Germsny, will not countenance a war of aggression.
% B, WEHRMACHT 1s bound by oath to Hitler but Thas ne

; o similar engagement towards the Nasi Party.

? C. WEHRMACHT feels strong enough to take a leading

i l Y part in formation of a new Govermnment but of the lazi leaders

S
3

would like GOERING only to be retained in office.

D. Of this Government Hitler would be the Constitutional
head but ky the influence of the WEHRIACIT would be declsive,

E. The cbject of the Government would be the return of
Germany to peaceful friendly tranqull relations with the world
and it would be sympathetie to a pan-European poliey.

F. The change of Germany from a war to a peace footing
is only possible with the full co-operation of all civilised

countries/
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countries and therefore the total peace which allays all
religious, nationalist and ideological differences would be
guaranteed.

G. Would H.M.Government be prepared in prineiple to
enter into gegotiations with the pepresentative of one of the
old Royal Houses (other than ?Hohenszollern or Hapsburg), or a
person of similar standing,

H. Presant military inactivity claimed by our friends
to be due to their influence which they will continue to
exereise pending further negotiations.

o i R A W D
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TELRGRAM from "C" to Passport Control officer, The Hague.
D. 3lst Cetober, 1939,

No. 768,
& b %k & B

e

A. Immediate considered reply impossible, but general
impression given is that proposals make little advance whilst
retention of litler might prove insupersble obstacle to any
progress in negotiations,

B. Does WEHRMACHT plan envisage complete elimination
of Party control with disappearance of %im leading figures.

C. Proposed Royal contact hardly likely to appeal but
with W/T faeilities more considered reply will be sent.

D. Your verbal statement that there is diffieulty in
obtaining leave for personal contact appears inconsstent
with your paragraph H,



The Venlo Incident - Page 13

879.
Recelved 3.10 p.m., 31.10.39.
Your 737 of October Ilst.

M Following is submitted prior to despatch of your

considered reply to German delegation:

B. Following constituted CGerman delegation:

4 Colonel from German General Staff, an officisl
from Permsnent Secretarist German Forelgn 0ffice, and the
Officer who visited us before.

They expressed inability et this stage to dlsclose
further identities of the leaders of this movement, but
admitted that Generals Wiedersheim and Rundstedt were members,
and added, "and many more like them".

. Difficulty, if not impossibility, of accepting
Hitler wes fully emphasised by us. We are, however, inclined
to belleve that assertion by Germans that Hitler's initial
presence would be indispensable 1f new Government is to
command popular support, was made by them in all sincerity.
They repeated that sdequate gusrantees sgainst continusnce of

Dictatorial action would certainly be given.

D. Suggestion regarding Royalty was made in effort to
find individual from whom H.M.G. would be prepared to recelve
proposals for a settlement. Aay alternative suggestion by
H.M.G. would be welcomed by German delegation.

E. Germans gave following plcture of current efforts:
The centre of influence is moving, under Papal and
Itelisn patronage, to the Catholic South, which, with Austria,
represents approximstely half the population of Oreater Germsy
War has compelled Hitler to choose beatween Party and Wermach® .

He/
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He has chosen lntinr, whereby influence over §unior
Officers and men is very great. Vermacht leaders, however,

are strong enough to control him.

Our own impressions aret

(1) Negotiations must be considered still as in preliminary
stages. Each successive visit has been made by &n
sdministrative, asuthoritative person. Any definite
scceptance or refussl of proposals would be as yet
premature.

(2) &4 genuine Peace Party in Catholic South Germany
appeers to be in a position materislly to influence
course of events, if encouraged by feeling that they
have moral support of H.M.Q. d

() Germsn delegation appeared to realise that game is
lost, and they are trylng to start Peace negotiations
with & minimum loss of prestige. Althojgh we have
not in any way gone beyond your preclse instructions,
we have, in this connection, adopted sy!p-thntic

o #ttitude, because we have impression that, should H.M.G.

decide to consider propossls end grant armistice for
their examination, the Wermacht would almost certainly
find it impossible to recommence hostilitles, and
Allied roarnuuﬁt: would then be in & positiom to impose
such terms as they deemed fit. (Foreigm Office
representative said frankly that Germany could survive
Winter of inactivity, but would not be in a position to

do much afterwards).

Ends.
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Ielegren
Despatched .50 pesms 3rd November, 1939.

"Request your views regerding person acceptable
to H.H.G. to donduct further negotiations, and that
you should indiecete who will be representative of
HeMoGe Time presaes™.

Have replied, "Your message sent on. Hope to
send further information by wireless tomorrow".

The Venlo Incident - Page 16
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Telegram
from 'C' to his In the event of the German representativea
represantative at enquiring whether you have had e reply to the
The Hague. questions which you sald at your last meeting

you would refer te iH.u.G., you should inform
them as followe (not, however, handing them
anything in writing):-

Vhether Hitler remains in any capacity or
not (but of course more particularly if he does
remain) thie country would have to see proof
that German poliey had changed direction,

But it is only fair to say that it would
be exbremely difficult, if not impossible, to
convince people in this country that a change
of régime in Germany, which left Hitler in
office, was a geruine change.

In any case, not only would Germany have

- to right the wrongs done in Poland and
Dotn | o Czechoslovakia, but she would also have to give
plﬁ_ﬂmu that there would be no repetition of
acts of aggression.

It is diffieult to see what pledge would
be convincing short of a m_n_:_nuiltion by
Germany of her power to pursue the policy she
has followed in recent yeara. There would
have to be practieal proposals for cooperation
with other countries in the peaceful
rebuilding and development of Europe and a
reversal of the poliecy whereby German effort

is devoted primarily to the maintenance of
m:'ﬂwlllug waw
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overwhelming military strength.

. Farther than that - it is difficult to
see how there could be mutual confidence and
cooperation between England and Germany unless
the latter abandoned her methods of religious
and political persecution.

It is not for H.K.0., to say how these
conditiona could be met, but they are bound to
say thet, in their view, they ere essential
to the establishment of confidence on which
alone peace could be solidly and durably based.

These questiona have been put to us, and
we can only answer them on our own behalf, but
we have every reason to believe that the
French Government would give a similar answer.

Heither France nor Great Britain, as the
Prime Minister said, have any desire to carry
on a vindictive war, but they are determined
to prevent Germany continuing to make life in
Europe unbearable,
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Message containing views of lHis Ma jesty's Government
was sent from London on November 6th and should have
been delivered verbally to your representatives by ours.
It is possible that this was done, but in the circumstances
we cannot be sure.

Giet of message was that there must be a restoration
of confidence which could only be achieved by a change
both of the existing German régime and of the spirit
behind it. If this were effected then we would be
prepared to talk, but only after consultation with the
French. In any case: we do not contemplate a Europe in
which Germany will not play her due part as a great and
respected nation.

Consequently the next move is with you.
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DRAPT STATEMENT.

The German Coverrment are attempting to prove that
His Majesty's Govermnment are in some wey involved in the
recent attempt on Herr Hitler's life. To this end they
allege that the Passport Control Officer at The lague
was recently in touch with dissident persons in Germany
representing themselves to be hostile to the MNazi régime,
btut who were actually members of the CGestapo. In order to
accomplish his fell design he is also elleged to have given
these persons a wireless transmitting set. It 1s at once
appsrent therefore that, if the Passport Control Officer did
in faot play eny pert in the attempted assassination of
Herr Hitler it can only have been with the connivance of the
Gestapo. Actually there s not & shred of evidence to
conneet Mr. Stevens with the Munich incident. lNor ean there
be, for the following very good reasons.

The facts are these. JAbout the middle of October,
the ill-fated Mr. Stevens waa approached by certain German
officers who stated that they represented a group opposed to
the Nazi régime and desirous of dringing about its downfall.
They encuired whether, if this were accomplished, fHis
e jesty's Government would be prepared to "negotiate”.
Neturally the Passport Control Officer passed on this
commnication; and though there were adnittedly doubte as
to its genuineness, it wee thought better to give some general
and guarded reply. One feature of this reply certeinly was
that the contimued existence in office of the lNasis and

indeed ssss
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indeed of Herr Hitler himself, would render any negotistions
on sny point prectically impossible,

It soems unlikely, however, that this message was
ever actually delivered by lir. Stevens, since on the |
afterncon of Novesber 9th, while waiting for the intemedisry
at Venlo on the Mutch-Oermen frontier, he and hls companion, i
lirs Payne<Pest, were csesulted by azis and taken over the
‘rontier. One report sald that ir. Stevens was shot dead.
Seeing into whose hands he fell, it is perhaps unlucky if |
he were not. Our sympathies will go out to the wives of ?
these two gmllant officers, who were merely doing their best
to keep in touch with what appeared to be an opposition to
e totalitarien state. :

It will have boen made clear that iHis Uajesty's '
Government deliderately gave no publicity to the inoident
at Venlo; partly becsuse it was some time before the facts ‘#
could be established, psrtly because it wus not known to what
extent the Gestapo woull sttempt to make capital out of thie
effair. Tow, however, thet Herr Ilimnler has chosen to fasten
the blame for a plot ebviously organised by Oeruans - and
possibly by Cermens cerving in his own organisetion - on to &
totally immocemt, Rritish officer, it is time to let the
truth be known.
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About the middle of October and egent of ours in
Holland was approached on behalf of a number of highly-
Placed German Army officers, the names of some of these
being given to us in confidence, One or two of them
expressed a desire to come out into Holland to have a
ﬂilﬂl.tll.i.ﬂl_'l’ith. -ﬂﬂl‘ agent.

The intermediaries who approached our agent claimed
that those whom they represented were opposed to Herr
Hitler and to his plans and that German military
inactivity was due to their opposition.

Two officers arrived in Holland on Oetober B3rd
and were interviewed by our agent, They gave it to be
understood that their prineipals were seeking to bring
sbout a change of régime in Germany, but they maintained
that Herr Hitler would have to be retained as nominal
conetitutional figurehead.

They were told in reply that it would be impossible
to convinee people in this ecountry that a change of régime
in Germany which left litler in office was a genuine change.

In any event Germany would have to right the wrongs
done in Poland and Czechoslovakia and give pledges that
there would be no repetition of mets of aggression and that
there would be an end of religious and political persecution,

Wie made it clear that we were answering only on our
own behalf, but that we had every reason to believe that the
French Govermnment would give a similar answer. Neither
France nor Great Britain, as the Prime Minister had publiely
said, had eny desire to carry on a vindietive war, but they

were/
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were determined to prevent Germany continuing to make life
in Europe unbearable,

On Oectober 30th a reply was received to the effeect that
the Wehrmacht would not eountenance war of aggression and
felt etrong enough to take a leading part in the formation
of a new Government in Germany, but would like to retain
GBring alone of the Nazi leaders in office. Of this
Government Herr Hitler would be the constitutional head, but
that influenee of the Wehrmacht would be decisive. Without
giving eny detailed indication of proposale that might be
made by such a new Government, they declared that ite object
would be the return of Germany to peaceful and friendly
relations with the rest of the world and that it would be
sympathetic to a pan-European policy. The change-over in
Germany from & war to a peace footing would only be possible
with the full w-opmn;n of all countries and therefore
a real peace allaying all religious, nationalist and
ideological differences would have to be guaranteed.

Our agent in Holland wae authorised on November 6th,
should he make contact again with the German representatives,
to inform them that the first requisite was the restoration
of confidence which had been destroyed by Hitler and the Nasi
régime., Recent evente had created the universal feeling that
the present régime eould not be trusted. The prime
necessity therefore was to change the régime and the spirit
behind it: we could not risk a renewal of what had ogccurred
in the last few yeare and any new Covernment in Germany must
be able to inspire confidence if discussions were to be

possible/
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possible. The Germans were to be warned that lonsieur
Daladier would have to be consulted before any discussion
could be opened.

It seems that German representatives, poseibly
including one of the Generals, crossed the frontier on
Hoverber 10th und met our agent at the frontier.
Unfortunately the party appears to have been killed or
kidnapped by Germans who came over from the Jerman eide
of the frontier, but it has been impossible to cbtain
precise details. It is not certain that the last meassage
summarised above ﬂ_lllhld the German eide.,

Thegdernans have/in the last few days contrived to get
into touch with us mm‘@'mq and the message
hu%m repeated to them,

Q_.-::(
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS.

Gontact with the "German Cenerals" (if indeed this is
& correct description) seems to have been firet established
on October 1Tth by our Passport Control Officer in The Hague.
Commnication was at first conducted by telephone with Colonel
Teichmann (said to be representing Generals Wiedersheim and
Fundstedt ). The Colonel said, briefly, that the Army were
keen on peace and were defending themselves against the
Oestapo; that they disapproved of Ribbentrop's poliey; and
that only a small push was needed to upset the Nazi régime.

On the following day the PFasapert Control Officer was
told by hies superiors that he could tell these intermediaries
that a new situation would be created if their coup d'état
succeeded; that the Allies hed no desire to wage & vindictive
werj end that the overthrow of the Nasi régime, real autonomy
for the Czechs and the restoration of Poland probably |
represented the minimum terms of fis Majesty's Covernment.

On October 20th we heard that the meeting had been
postponed till October 2let since Wiedersheim had been
summoned to Perlin. He had, however, requested (apparently
by telephone) that we should ngt negotliate with either
Eibbentrop or Goering but only with him,

On October 23rd we were informed that the Gensral hed
not come in person to the meeting but hed sent Coleonel von
Seydlitz and Colonel Teichmann. The latter had saild that
our terms were accepted as a basis for negotiationd with
Wiedersheim himself, who would "probebly" come over on
October 24th. Emphasis was laid on the desirability of
retaining Hitler as a figure head and of our not negotiating

with savee
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with anybody else. The Passport Control Officer then
delivered the message referred to in (2) sbove. A long and
inconclusive discussion followed.

The sense of this discussion was monveyed to liis
Majesty's Ooverrment who suthorised the despatch of a further
message on October 856ths. The text of this is given at Fkag
As o

On Ootober 27th we learnt that General Wiedersheim was
finally coming over on Ootober 28th with "concrete proposals"
and proposed to stay in The Hague for 24 hours. Again he
did not do se; but on October 30th we heard that the Cerman
"delegation" had mede a declarstion and promised “details of
their Party in the neer future". This declarstion was much
more definite than the previous feelers. It 1s given at Flag B

In commenting on this declaration the Passport Control
Officer said that "German delegates” consisted of & Colonel
from the Genersl Staff (presumsbly Teichmenn), "en officisl from
Permanent Secretariat Oerman Foreign Office" and "Offieer who
visited us before". They would not disclose identity of
leader of their movement but admitted that Wiedersheim and
Rundstedt were members and added "end meny more like them".
Further the impressions of the Passport Contbol Officer were
that the Oermans "appeared to realise that the game was lost"
and were trying “to start peace negotiations with minimum loss
of prestige™. If the Allies granted an armistice in these
eircumstances the Wehrmacht would not be sble to begin
hestilities agein and the .llies could then dictate terms,
It was at this meeting that the Passport Control Officer, with
the approval of his Chief, handed to the Germans & wireless set
and a oypher.

e seee
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mum:ﬂﬁ.thhJumlr.wm
wirelessed to the Passport Control Officer that they had
"reached agreement on points raised and on reply received from
London"(see paregraph 5 sbove). They regardsd views of lis
Mejesty's Govermment regarding persons acceptable to conduet
negotiations.

The considered views of His Majesty's Government, which
had been submitted to the War Cabinet for epproval, were
accordingly sent to The Hasme on November Gth, They will
be found at Flag C, lMonsieur Corbin was informed of the main
linee of this commnication on the following day.

The message scems to have crossed one from The Hague
despatched on November Tth, which stated that "Coup d'état
will be definitely attempted, probably a week or ten days hence
sccording to circumetances”.,  Gemeral Wiedersheim, it went
on te say, would "probably" meet our representatives on
Hovember 8th "to form personal opinion of our bona fides and
to give further details”. The last message we had from the
Fassport Control Officer was on November 9th by telephone.
He then said that "the big man" had not been sble to come on
the previous dey btut was expected that afternoon. At 4 p.m,
on November 9th (a8 we now know) he and his companion were
ambused et Venlo. Since then there has been no direct news
of him. The bomd explosion at iunich took place at 9.10 p.m.
on liovember Bth,

There followed a psuse which lasted till November 13th,
Late in the evening of that day the eperator in The Hague
pieked up a message from the Generals which reed as follows:-

"TWO sese
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"pvo of our agents disappeared, presumsbly arrested,
work rendered very difficult. When may we expect proposals
of which you notified us? Vhat news of you?

To this Colohed lMenzies replied (November 1ldth = 10 f.m. )
m#mwtmmrmhmmmm
kidnapped on the Duteh side of the frontier on Thursdey evening.
Have you any explanation? Wwhat happened to your delegates?”

In the evening of the same day the Cermans replied as
follows: "We maat take into account the poasibility of arrest.
No special measures have been observed as yet. It appears
doubly necessery to enter into negotiations for which we still
lack the agenda which it was stated would be sent. Nothing has
been heard ss yot of the kidnapping which wes snnounced from
there. We recuest further instructions without delay. Ve may
come to an understanding”.

uuu-dmd-nsr_tmmmmmmlm
our messege of November 6th (see paragraph 9) a condensed version
of it waes sent by wireless mmsxs on November 16th, end on
November 17th the Prime Minister confided all the relevant facte
to Monsieur Daladier.

In the evening of November 17th a final message was
received from the Germans (see Flag D). Our proposed reply to
tﬂmmh“mnﬂiﬂﬂmmm
approval this morning.
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In deciding what line to take up in regard to the
German statement issued to the press last night we must bear
in mind that there are certain unknown fectors. The
chief of these is the part played in the affair by the
Oestapo. It is poesible - though unlikely - that the latter
were behind the advancea of the "German Oenerals" from the
start. Our representatives on the spot, who had long
conferences with these OGermans, were convinced that they were
genuine, and our representatives were men of great experience
with & profound knowledge of Germany and the Germans. The
Chief of the 8,I.B. also thought that they were genmuine;
and there are certain things to go on which were not in the
poesesaion of our people on the spot. We mst therefore
conelude thet the balance of evidence shows that the "feelers"
we received were not, originally et eny rate, part of a plot
organised by Herr Himmler, On the other hand, if we assume
that it was - and perhaps is - etill gemnuine, then it is
clear that the Gestapo must have had wind of it before they
framed the incident of November 9; and it is also clear that
they must by this time have been able to extract by torture
everything that one or both of our representatives knew, They
have also poseibly been sble to obtain confessions from the
two representatives of the German Generals. It is, therefore,
legitimate to regard any communicetions from "the Generals"
subsequent to November Sth as potentially bogus. On the
other hand, the mention by the Germans last night of the fact
that we haed handed a wireless treansmitter to "the Generals"
may be based on & confession, and may not mean that they are

either «...
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either in possession of the set or aware of the sctual
identity of its possessors All we know for certain is
that they are attempting to link up our giving a wireless set
to dissident OGermans with the attempt on the life of the
Pihrer.

Given thesé fects, and given those set forth in the
attached memorandum, what should our present attitude be?

It seens to me that, if we are not to fall between two stools,
there are two broad alternatives. [Jither we should profess
complete ignorance of the German allegations, and flatly deny
ever having been in touch with any dissident Cermans by
wireless or other means, Or we should meke a clean breast of
the whole story, which after all contains nothing discreditable
from our peint of view.

Arguments in favour of the firet course are (a) that,
supposing that the Gestapo have not yet actually discovered
the identity of the culprits, we might contimue to shield them
and after all achieve some coup d'état; (b) that it is no
bad rale on principle to disavow all responaibility for Secret
Service activities; (e¢) that nobody believes the Cermans
anyhow; and (d) that their muddled ennouncement contains
self-contradictory statementas. Ameinst this must be set the
faot (a) that we have already told the French that we were in
touch with German Generals (though it is true that we never
mentioned the wireless to the French, (b) that owing to the
glaring indiscretions of lrs., Stevens and lrs. Best large
numbers of private persons know all sbout the "negotiations”
and the wireless, (¢) that the Iutch Government apparently
knew all about the mctivities of the Pasaport Control Officer
long ago; (4) that we have already forbidden the Fress here

10 sess
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to make any mention of the ineident at Venlo.

in favour of the second course it may well be that,
in such matters honesty is the best policy, and that an
account of what actually happened would heighten the existing
impression that all is not well in Germany. PFarther, that if
& circumstantial sccount were published by His Majesty's
Goverrment it would diminish any slight suspicion that we
were after all somehow connected with the unich bomb incident.
Pinally it can hardly be imagined that, Af we stated publicly
that hes already no doubt been foreibly extracted from the
unfortunate Stevens we should endanger any prossible yonarehist
plotters more than is slready the case. 0On the other hand
it may conceivably be that the Gestapo are waiting for us to
confess that we were in touch, before ligvember 8th, with
what we imagined to be dissident Germens, in order to be sble
to say "That proves that Great Britain plented the bomb"™,
/ot that this would carry greast conviction Af by their own
showing the coup wes planned months ago in Switszerland’.

Immt.u;m-rm.mm“j
seems on the whole the better to me; end in the hope that
His ¥ajesty's Government will adopt it, or something like it,
I submit a draft statement which might be iseued to the Press.

"l
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The German Government are att mpting to

DRAFT STATEMENT.
yrove that H.k. (overnment are in sone way

involved in the recent attempt on Herr Hitler's

e [ [ PR Gy

1ife. To this end they
¥ d‘"fg :.f&q ‘
&, .l"}'h-h-{ cota o o e P S : ‘VE > ¢

Pritish-official at The Hague was recently

in touch with certain dissidents in Germany

who represented themselves to be hostile to
Ry l::’:-p? -:..-{ﬂg.t 1

but who aetwsily were

This allegation is,

the Hazl rdgime,

members of the Gestapo.

of omuree, precisely what was 10 be expected

by any who have s®bdied Oerman technigue.

It will be remembered that in Mein Kampf Herr

Hithdr stated his conviotion that “....sses

the bigger and simpler the lie, the more

readily believed”. In the present state of

discontent in Oermany it is not necegsary to

look outgide the heieh for the origin of any
svuch attempt.
On Herr Himler's own story, it would

appear that Aif in faet a British offieial had

played/
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played sny part in the attempted assassina-
‘tion of Herr Hitler, it ean onlu have been
i with the knowledge of the Gestapo. That
some members of the Oestapo were in fact
connected with the lvnieh attempt, tuere is
good grounds for believing; but there is
not a shred of evidence to connect the
British official in guestion wity the
Munich attempt, nor in fact was he even
remotely connected with 5‘..3":- eenty.
It is now poeslble to make publie what,
80 far as the British official in guestion
is concerned, had been the seq ence of events

heen
wiileh led vp to the recent incident »t Venle

on the Duteh frontier. About the middle of
Uctober a Britisb official was approached
by eertain Oerman elements connected with

the irmy wio stated that they represented a

group/
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group ppposed to the Nazi régime, and
‘desirous of bringing sbout its downfall,
They enguired whet er if this could be
accomplished, Ii.M. Government woul.d be *Lre-
pared ti‘nnunn'. The offieial in {lnti:ﬁ
naturally paesed this communication to H.u,

Government who, feeling fhat there might

areld
#44EY be doubt ae to the genviness of the

communication, inetructed the offieial to

make further enguiries to test the bona fides
&ﬂ-p“.
of thoge & wiiom the communication had been
made. It was the more necessary to do this
in as much as Af the commuwnication was
genuine it confirmed - what was already wedl
known to H.M. Government - the existence of
wide-gpread discontent in military ang

Police eirgles. It was for the Purpoge of

delivering guech & Wessage that the official was

his companion were Gassavited ang kidnapped by

Nazis/
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Nazis on the frontier. One reportssalad
that the official was shot dead, but

e st #vimt |
.nnn-ﬂ/-ﬂ':thc German Government cast some |
4:#“{ on thie report.

H.M. Covernment delibsrately guve po

yublicity to the ineident at venloo, partliy

Al

becsuse it was some time before tae facts

could be establighed and, while the ficte

were still obscure, it was desired t0 aveid

caveing any poselble embarrasement to the 523
Aot mesllnseaen

Suvetr Government. 1t was alsoy saturally

to bs expected that the Gestape would

attempt to make, as they have done, capital

out of the affair. Now, however, that lerr

A

Himler seeks to fastem on H.N_ oovsrnment

end a British officer the blame for a plot
obviovely organised by Germansg - and very
possibly & Germatl) serving ia hie own Organiss=

tion - it is time to let the truth be known.



